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Garden Party/Vintage Vehicle Display
Thanks to amazing hot weather and the promise of a
happy social afternoon, many people attended this annual
village event, and were not disappointed. Kate and Derek
Hedges hosted yet another well-organised and successful
fundraiser for the church.

The Tractor Club
brought along a
variety of tractors,
and enjoyed an
afternoon of cream
teas and entertainment in the gardens as
well as supporting the raffle. There was a good show of
classic cars too. Unfortunately, the steam train had a
problem with its boiler, but a number of children enjoyed
a ride before the breakdown. Thanks to Geoff and Mary
for coming, and to all the people who brought their cars.
A fantastic team of ladies did a sterling job in the heat
serving cream teas on the lawn to a large number of
thirsty and hungry people. Thank you to them and Kate
for providing the facilities, and to the Brain family for
supplying cakes and games for the children. Bric-à-brac
and books were sold, there was a successful raffle and the
tombola sold out.
A superb profit of £1,027 was made on the day. Thank
you to everyone who helped and see you all next year!

DON'T FORGET TO GET YOUR ENTRIES TO SHEILA ASAP FOR THE RECYCLING COMPETITION: 1ST PRIZE £10, 2ND PRIZE £5, 3RD PRIZE £2.
JUDGING AT THE FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW, 9 SEPTEMBER. IF YOU HAVE LOST YOUR FORM, PLEASE ASK SHEILA FOR ANOTHER ONE

Greenfingers
Perhaps it is early to be thinking about
harvest time and autumn, but many of
you will be busy growing and
nurturing fruit, veg and flowers with
an eye on the 2018 Flower
and Produce Show. If you are
not a grower, how about
entering for the Bucknell
Cupcake Champion Cup
or having that beautiful
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snap printed for the Photography
categories?
There are several new categories
including all children’s categories and
an upcycling one for all ages.
Come down to the Village Hall for a
refreshment and to bid on
produce from 3.15pm on
Saturday 9 September
– you may even make off
with some prize-winning
onions or flowers!

Next issue: November 2018.
Please send any items by
1 October 2018 to Sheila
Wallington on als.sheila@
btinternet.com (7 Manor View,
Bucknell) or Rachel Peck on
racheljaynepeck@gmail.com
Thanks to the Bucknell Parish
Council for supporting and paying
for this issue of Bucknell News.

15/07/2018 19:11

g for a home! Can you help?
UPDATE! Brewster is still lookin

Looking for a New Home

DOG OF THE MONTH: BILLY

Billy is a four-year-old Chinese Crested Powder Puff. He needs to
live with no other dogs and no young children. He will also need
someone who is around most of time and patience to settle in as
his previous owner had rehomed him several times before he
came to us.
He is a lovely little chap who just needs some of his quirks
ironed out.
If you can rehome Billy, contact:
Ardley Rescue Kennels
Barn House, Bucknell Road,
Ardley OX27 7HP
01869 346307
www.ardleyresuekennels.co.uk

DSO Walkathon Challenge
Down’s Syndrome Oxford and the Williams family at The
Garden House want to thank all the residents of Bucknell
who so generously supported our recent Walkathon
Challenge to raise funds for DSO.
Our team, Samuel’s Strollers (and Strollettes), comprised
the Williams, Smith, Shirvell and Hornby families, who all
did an amazing job, not only walking continuously for 21
hours, but also setting up, rigging lighting, marshalling and
feeding over 350 people throughout.
Our team fundraising total to date is an astonishing
£2,191, smashing through our target of £1,500. Overall, the
event has so far raised over £33,000 for Down’s Syndrome
Oxford, which is an incredible achievement and will enable
this great charity to continue its essential work for another
full year, as well as turning on new services in the areas of
life skills development, education and family support.
Thank you again on behalf of DSO and Samuel’s Strollers.

Helen & Douglas Bubble Rush
Lewis and I took part in the Helen & Douglas House 5k
Bubble Rush on Sunday 10 June along with four other
families from Chesterton School to raise money for this
very special Children’s Hospice. As a team, we
managed to raise an amazing £561.
Helen & Douglas House care for terminally ill
children and families, and it now costs £3 million a
year to run the hospice and provide the outreach
nursing service to help families at home, which they
cannot do without this vital fundraising.
They provide medical, emotional and practical
support, helping families deal with the implications of
living with a child who will die prematurely, so they
can make the most of their time together.
Ness Johnson
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USEFUL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL
Next meeting: 15 October, 7.30pm
Bucknell Village Hall
Acting Chairman: Andrew Parsons
andy@bucknell.me.uk
Clerk: Sue Mackrell 01869 346030,
07711168941, bucknell.clerk@gmail.com
BUCKNELL VILLAGE HALL
COMMITTEE
Next meeting: 10 September, 7.30pm
Bucknell Village Hall
Contact: Derek Hedges 01869 242169
USE OF THE VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Sue Gammond
01869 252334
POST OFFICE
Every Thursday 1-2pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
Also offers fresh groceries from
Wrightons in Fritwell
01869 345229
DROP-IN
Every Friday 2-4pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
Tea and cake. Various activities
or just drop in for a chat
Contact: Jane Ashe 01869 243602

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
3rd Wednesday of every
month 7.30pm (not August),
Bucknell Village Hall
Non-members welcome
Refreshments and raffle
Contact: Kate Hedges 01869 242169
BINGO
1st Friday of every month 7.30pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
Refreshments and raffle
FILM SHOW
2nd Friday of every month 7pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
10 August: Shadows in the Sun
14 Sept: The Mountain Between Us
12 October: Hidden Figures
BYO drinks. Snacks provided
Contact: Jane Ashe 01869 243602

BICESTER YOUNG FARMERS CLUB
Meet some Wednesdays, Bucknell
Village Hall New members contact:
Sam Allen 07974 179735 or
samallen65@hotmail.com
ARDLEY DOG RESCUE CENTRE
Ardley Road, Bucknell (on the right
immediately after the motorway bridge)
Contact: Annabelle 01869 346307
Always need blankets, duvets, towels,
newspapers. If you are unable to deliver,
please leave at 7 Manor View, Bucknell

VILLAGE EVENTS

MAY 2018

JULY 2018

26 Sue Gammond £50
54 Hazel Powell £20
76 Emma & Ian Shirvell £10

14 Shirley Watkins £50
94 Tara Skettington £20
90 Cindy Carlton £10

99 Arthur Bowden £50
30 Edwina Caton & Rita Jones £20
20 Joan Gammond £10

ST PETER’S CHURCH
Bainton Road, Bucknell
Vicar: Peter Wright. Holy Communion
9.15am every Sunday of month, apart
from 2nd Sunday when Family Service
(Bible stories, crafts & activities) at 11am

YOGA
Most weekdays, Bucknell Village Hall
Contact: Frederica Jones 01869 252613 TRIGGER POND PUB
Open daily from 12-10.30pm except
or freddie@yogabodyandsoul.co.uk
Mondays when closed all day
CHAIR YOGA
Closes 6pm on Sundays
Mondays 12-1pm,
Bookings: 01869 252817
Bucknell Village Hall
£5 per class. All welcome
Contact: Denyse Ritz 07714 261227
or denyseritz@hotmail.co.uk

100 Club Winners

JUNE 2018

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION
Chairperson: Rachel Parsons 07774 619506

The 100 Club is a fundraising initiative
operated by the Church. All tickets
have been sold. The draw is held
monthly at the Bingo. Good Luck!

SEPTEMBER

FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW
9 September, 3.15pm,
Bucknell Village Hall

WIN!

OCTOBER

HARVEST SONGS OF PRAISE
7 October, 6pm, St. Peters Church
BUCKNELL COMEDY NIGHT
12 October, 7.30pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
Adults £15. Tickets available from
www.flockcomedy.com, Rachel
Hicks or Playing Field committee
members

NOVEMBER

NEW DATE!
HARVEST SUPPER
Due to unforeseen circumstances,
date changed to 17 November, 7pm,
Bucknell Village Hall
Theme Abba. Fancy dress optional.
Adults £10, under 15 £7. Tickets
available from BVH committee
members
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Introducing
Revd Peter Wright
It has been a pleasure to meet a number of
you since taking up my new role as Vicar
for St Peter’s, Bucknell in April. Some of you
may already know me as I have taken
services and conducted baptisms, weddings
and funerals at St Peter’s from time to time
as a self-supporting minister in the Bicester
Team. ‘Self-supporting’ means that I had a
day job that paid my salary and worked as a
priest across the team in my spare time. I
have been doing that since being ordained
six years ago, but when Revd Becky Mathew
decided to move to a new role last year it
seemed like the right time to commit to fulltime ministry and, following an interview
process, I was delighted to be appointed as her successor
as Team Vicar for Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton.
To give you a bit of background about myself, I have
lived in Bicester for 16 years, having been born in South
London and living in different parts of the UK, including
Exeter and Tyneside. I am divorced and have three
grown-up children in their early twenties. Most of my
career has been spent in the private sector in marketing
roles, management consultancy and as a company
director, ending up with a period of five years as an
International Trade Adviser with the Department of
International Trade, specialising particularly in subSaharan Africa. I had an on-off relationship with God in
my teens and twenties, but found my faith beginning to
form more solidly by the time I got into my thirties. I was
baptised and confirmed as an adult when we decided to
have my oldest son baptised, and I realised I also needed
to make the same commitment in my life. I first felt the
call towards ordained ministry not long after moving to

Bicester and, after a
lengthy discernment
process, trained at Ripon
College Cuddesdon near
Oxford.
One of the distinguishing
characteristics of the Church of England is that everyone
in the country has a vicar, whether they know it or not.
We pray for our communities as a whole and for
individuals, our services are open to all and we are here
to help in times of need and to celebrate with people in
good times as well. I look forward to meeting and getting
to know as many people as I can in the village in the
weeks and months to come, and if you would like to get
in touch you are welcome to contact me by phone or
email: Tel: 572272
Email: revpeterwright@gmail.com

God Bless,
Peter

OSED ENTRY FORM.
AUTUMN COMPETITION: DESIGN A CHURCH WINDOW FOR BUCKNELL. SEE ENCL
6PM ON 7 OCTOBER.
ISE,
PRA
OF
GS
SON
VEST
HAR
CH,
CHUR
R'S
PETE
ST.
AT
CED
OUN
ANN
BE
WILL
S
WINNER

Kate Hedges, President.
01869 242169
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Bucknell WI is a small, thriving WI with
25 members who meet on the third
Wednesday, most months, at 7.30pm in
Bucknell Village Hall.
We usually have a speaker followed
by a cup of tea and social time. The
Oxfordshire Federation of Women’s
Institutes holds regular sessions with
potential speakers which we can
attend to help us book interesting and
varied speakers. This year, we have had
handbags made from plant materials
from the Philippines, a local metal

detectorist, a local artist. and two
different local historians. We always
have a Christmas party and also go out
together at least once a year for a meal
or to a place of interest.
We belong to the North Ploughley
Group of five other WIs and meet with
them twice a year. The OFWI also
organises interesting meetings
throughout the year.
We welcome visitors and possible
new members any time, so do come
along and give us a go.
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VILLAGE HISTORY...

Approximately two miles from Bicester lies the peaceful village of
Bucknell. On the west side of the village is a group of beech trees,
which probably gave it its original name of Buckenelle (Beech Hill).
Although mainly farming now, there used to be a coach house,
forge, bakery and village shop. There are still many thatched
cottages, an active church and busy village hall.
The history of Bucknell and its church dates back to Saxon times.
St. Peter's Church is unusual in that it has a Norman tower between
the chancel and the naïve. This formed part of the earlier church.
The tower is 12th century apart from the crenelated belfry which
was added in the 15th century. The 17th century manor house
stands behind the church. It has an interesting past and is
supposedly haunted. It was surrounded by a moat and has a ha-ha.
In 1709, Samuel Trotman took over the estate. He was quite
eccentric and was known locally as The Mad Trotman. At this time,
Bucknell did not have a public house because the Trotman family
would not allow a licence in case their workers spent too much
time and money there. More recently, the manor was used by
Oxfordshire County Council as an old people's home, but it is now
once more privately owned and has been extensively and
beautifully restored.
The stone houses opposite the church have outwardly changed
little. The blacksmith's shop was situated in the middle cottage
behind the well and it is here a Mr Ally killed himself whilst making
gunpowder!
The Trigger Pond was originally three cottages and then a
butcher's shop. The shop then became an off-licence. When a
dartboard was hung outside, it became a meeting place for the
locals. It was at this time called The Trigger Pond, the pond being on
the opposite side of the road with a well in the corner. Having had
recent extensive restoration, the pub is now a thriving and attractive
restaurant and pub, hosting many activities for young and old.
Having been landscaped in recent years, the pond is now a feature
of the village, with fish, flowers and ducks.

Gardening Tips
of the Season
) Don't forget to deadhead roses and
herbaceous plants.

)

Feed sweet peas.

)

After flowering, prune deciduous
shrubs like choisya, jasmine and
philadelphus (mock orange), and take
out weak shoots.

)

Prune young wisteria shoots back
to 5/6 leaves.

)

Continue to pick sweet peas,
beans, marrows etc. otherwise they
will stop producing.

)

Keep containers well watered, little
and often.

)

Harvest and dry herbs and
lavender.

)

Save allium and other interesting
seed heads to dry and use for autumn
displays or spray for Christmas
decorations.

)

Move containers to a shady spot
before going on holiday and either get
a neighbour to water or pray for rain!

)

If you have still got tomatoes to
plant out, grow bags can be cut in half
and stood on end to give them a
deeper root space or use large pots.

Tips kindly provided by Chris Kightley
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Bucknell Open Gardens 2018
This year’s Open Gardens was a record-breaking day! The sun
shone, and more than 60 adults and their children enjoyed
the 13 gardens and one alpaca field we opened on 24 June.
The village looked wonderful and, despite the Football
World Cup, Cricket and Flywheel all vying for attention,
visitors turned out in their droves. The cream teas, bouncy
castle and homebaked goods stall were very successful, and
were hosted very generously by the Bowdens at the Manor
for the first time. A big thank you to them.
We broke records, raising almost £650 –the previous
record was £500 – so thank you to everyone who worked
hard to open their gardens and to all those who supported
the event. A special thanks to Nick Jones who manned the
gate, selling tickets and maps.
Open Gardens is run by the Bucknell Playing Field
Association and all money raised goes towards the upkeep
and maintenance of the Bucknell Playing Field.

PLAYING FIELDS...

Bucknell’s Big Comedy Night
Friday 12 October 7.30pm, Bucknell Village Hall

UPGRADE UPDATE...

We are very excited to announce our first ever “Bucknell’s Big Comedy
Night”. Right on our doorsteps we will be hosting three professional
comedians for an evening of riotous fun and unbridled laughter!
The headline act for the evening is veteran stand-up comedian
Duncan Oakley who has appeared on BBC Radio 4 and is a regular at
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Duncan was voted “English Comedian of
the Year” in 2015, and he will be supported by Wayne the Weird and
Stephanie Laing. Wayne the Weird performs a mix of stand-up comedy
interspersed with mind-boggling magic tricks. Stephanie Laing is best
described as goofy and peculiar, and is a regular on the comedy circuit,
appearing at many comedy festivals including the Edinburgh Fringe.
Come and join us on a dark October evening for a great night of
mirth and merriment. The bar will open at 7.30pm for what will be
Bucknell’s first ever Comedy Night. Tickets are £15 and are available
online from www.flockcomedy.com or in person from any of the
Bucknell Playing Field Association committee members or via Rachel
Hicks rachel@rachelhicksmedia.co.uk
All money raised will go towards the maintenance of the Bucknell
Playing Field.

We are delighted to let you know that the Bucknell Playing
Field will be "upgraded" this summer. This will involve repair
and replacement of most of the existing play equipment,
the path and bike area, plus the addition of an outdoor table
tennis table (you will need to bring your own balls/bats).
There will also be a trim trail and repairs to the path around
the outside of the Playing Field.
We anticipate the work will start on 28 July and is likely
to take two weeks. During this time, regrettably the Playing
Field will be completely closed.
6 Spring 2016
The total cost of the work being carried out is £65,000.
The Playing Field Association has been able to make this
happen with grant funding through WREN (£55,000) and a
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direct "match funding" contribution from the Playing Field
of just under £10,000. Our sincere thanks go to those who
supported the successful grant application and attended
our events during the year.
Once all the work is complete, we will send further
details of an "opening party" with tea and cakes to
celebrate our newly upgraded Playing Field. Please note
that prior to reopening, we will need to have a safety
inspection, so even if the works look complete, please do
not enter until we advise that it is safe to do so. A notice
http://www.bucknell.me.uk
will be displayed on the noticeboard to indicate when the
area can be used and an email will be sent to those
registered on the village email list.
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New Bus Service
A new free community bus service
has been resumed for five months
by Oxfordshire County Council
using their "Comet" fleet of buses.
Wheelchair users can be
accommodated by advising the
Comet Administrator on 01295
257930.
The service runs from opposite
the bus shelter into Bicester on
Mondays at 10.42am and 11.42am,
returning at 12.18pm and 13.18pm.

81 Service Ceasing to Operate
Unfortunately, Heyfordian has found it necessary to cease
running the 81 service from Friday 20 July 2018. The
company has had to make this decision as the other
service run to which it was connected has been cancelled
by the local authority.
The 81 service has never been commercially viable to
Heyfordian, but with the other service it was able to
“subsidise” its operation. However, when notice was given
for the other service to finish on 21 July 2018, Heyfordian
was left with no option but to cancel this service too.

The costs of maintaining a compliant vehicle, ticketing
machines, service drivers etc., for one day per week, which
could not be used for other work, are simply too high.
Heyfordian does feel that the local authorities should make
it more of a priority to find solutions for village transport,
but it seems that the primary focus is to cost cut wherever
they are able to.
All the local villages would like to say a huge thank you
to Heyfordian for supplying this generous service and we
will miss you.

Stop Thefts from Vehicles

CRIME PREVENTION...

There has been a recent increase in thefts from motor
vehicles in our area. To help to try and prevent thefts and to
ensure that your car is not an appealing target for a thief,
please be extra vigilant and consider your vehicle security:

➜ Ensure your car is always left locked and secure.
➜ Do not leave possessions in your vehicle, whether valuable
or not. A thief would not know the bag left on the back seat
only contains a gym kit for example.
➜ Remove sat navs from your car, including the cradle and
clean the suction mark from the window. A thief will expect
to find it hidden in the glove compartment or under the seat!
➜ Do not leave valuables in your boot.
➜ Tradesmen do not leave tools in work vehicles.
➜ Anti-tamper-proof screws for number plates are available
from Vehicle Accessory shops.
Please report any suspicious activity via the Thames Valley
Police non-emergency number on 101. If you see a crime
being committed, please call 999.
Did
you know you can also report non-emergency crimes
http://www.bucknell.me.uk
and incidents online: reportonline.thamesvalley.policeuk
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Beware the Nottingham
Knockers – it is a Scam!
Young lads are calling
door to door trying to
sell household
products. Unless they
are able to produce
their Pedlar's
Certificate, do not buy
from them.
This is an illegal
process and the boys
are trying to assess
whether the property
is worth handing over
to tarmacers, tree workers, roofers, dodgy
builders etc. who will either carry out a poor job
or take money and not do the work. Do not be
drawn into conversation with them.
Spring 2016

7

Bicester Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
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ADVERTISEMENTS

YOGA BODY AND SOUL
Contact: Frederica Jones MAR BWY dip
Phone: 01869 252 613
Mobile: 077742774242
Email: freddie@yogabodyandsoul.co.uk

Ian Shirvall: enquiries@CapriMarquees.com

Magazines | Newsletters
Adverts | Leaflets
Design and Editorial Services
01869 345229
www.wrightons.co.uk
Fritwell

Rachel Peck 07786 136440
racheljaynepeck@gmail.com

Provides post office services and fresh groceries
at Bucknell Village Hall 1-2pm every Thursday

D. R. Garden Services
and Pest Control
Call Dave on
01869 242922 or
07767 138177

alec@eleganceinironwork.co.uk

07980 513554

Kindly printed by

lewis@formaltailor.co.uk | hollyputtock@yahoo.co.uk

01869 252047
mail@bicesterprint.com
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